
away for a long time 
from Confession, you 
haven’t missed the 
opportunity. Take the 
plunge during Easter-
tide. A welcome from 
God (and the priest!) 
awaits you.  

There have been other 
moments of light over the 
week. I am grateful to 
those parishioners who 
came along to the Biddulph 
town centre Stations of the 
Cross on Thursday and to 
the Walk of Witness with 
the other churches of 
Kidsgrove on Friday. 
These were both very 
worthwhile events.  

Do have a great celebration 
of these days of joy. Please 
remember in your prayers 
also Pope Benedict who 
celebrates his 90th birthday 
today. Many happy returns 
to him! 

A very Happy Easter 
to you all! Easter Sun-
day is a wonderful day 
where the new life of 
Jesus Christ risen from 
the dead seems even to 
be mirrored in the 
new life of a beautiful 
springtime.  

Over the past few days we 
have celebrated the most 
mystical events of the Pas-
sion and Death of the 
Lord. Unfortunately, these 
days, the days have to com-
pete with the secular desire 
to make every day a shop-
ping day, and to eradicate 
God from life. It is sad to 
see that our churches, 
which in the past would 
have been absolutely 
packed on Good Friday, 
now seem not even to be 
able to count on the at-
tendance of  the regular  
parishioners. I find the gaps 

in the church on this day 
quite disturbing as they 
show either that other 
things competing for atten-
tion have won, or that pa-
rishioners do not feel the 
need to celebrate the 
greatness of the love of 
God seen in the Cross of 
Christ.  

It’s not all gloomy news, 
however. I did challenge 
parishioners to get to con-
fession during Lent, and it 
is certainly true that a lot 
of people have returned to 
this most important Sacra-
ment. If you have been 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Bernadette 

1844-1879 
The famous visionary of 
Lourdes has her feast day 
today, on Easter Sunday. 
The eldest of nine children 
born to a very poor family, 
she was chosen by Our 
Lady at the age of 14 to be 
the recipient of several 
visions and messages. At a 
small grotto at a local rub-
bish tip, Our Lady ap-

peared to Bernadette to 
confirm the title which the 
Church had granted: the 
Immaculate Conception. 
She also asked that proces-
sions in her honour should 
be organised and a church 
built. The water of the 
spring which appeared at 
the site came to be known 
as miraculous. St Berna-
dette became a nun at Ne-
vers in central France.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
No Confessions this week 

Saturday 15th   8.30pm  Easter Vigil Mass People of the Parishes 

Sunday 16th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Easter Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Stephen Edwards 

    6.30pm Holy Mass May Jenkins 

Monday 17th 10.00am    Holy Mass Michael Cullen, John, Julia & Ber-
nard Biggane 

Easter Monday  11.30am   Holy Mass  Private Intention 

Tuesday 18th 9.15am    Holy Mass  Margaret Gaskell 

Easter Tuesday   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 19th   12noon  Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

Easter Wednesday       

Thursday 20th 6.00pm    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (favours received) 

Easter Thursday       

Friday 21st   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls  

Easter Friday       

Saturday 22nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Julius & Iris Kaminskas 

Easter Saturday       

Sunday 23rd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Marie Reilly 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass Int Sister Marie 

Easter Divine Mercy 2.30pm    SVP Festival   

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

The Sunday after Easter is Divine Mercy Sunday! 
How should we prepare for this great Feast of Mercy? 

Jesus told St. Faustina that this Feast of Mercy would be a very special day when "all the divine floodgates through which graces flow 
are opened". (Diary 699) Our Lord made a great promise to all those souls who would go to Confession and then receive Him in Holy 
Communion on the Feast of Mercy, on the Sunday after Easter, which is now called Divine Mercy Sunday throughout the Catholic Church. 
Jesus promised that "The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain the complete forgiveness 
of sins and punishment."(Diary 699) He went on to say "I want to grant a complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confes-
sion and receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My Mercy." (Diary 1109) 

We want to encourage everyone to take advantage of this incredible promise and the additional Plenary Indulgence on this great Feast of Mer-
cy "Divine Mercy Sunday". We want you to benefit fully from these promises. The Image of The Divine Mercy, which Our Lord requested to 
be solemnly blessed and venerated on this day, will be on display in our church. Pope John Paul II said that the image portrays the Risen Jesus 
Christ bringing Mercy to the whole world. Our Lord said "I want the image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after East-
er, and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it. I promise that the soul that will venerate 
this image will not perish". (Diary 341, 48) Divine Mercy Sunday also has a call to return to Confession. It is required of all Catholics to 
confess their serious sins at least once every year. If you haven’t yet met this obligation then take advantage of this outstanding opportunity to 
receive an outpouring of an ocean of graces that Jesus promises on this day.  
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery hour 
is not until Monday 15th May at 
7pm. If you cannot wait until then, 
then please call to see if it is possible 
to see Fr Julian before then. 

May at 7pm. There will be a shared 
meal, and the launch of our new Dis-
ciple groups. Anyone else who would 
like to be part of a Disciple Group is 
welcome to come. Please speak to Fr 
Julian if you are interested. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 
Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Maple 
Tree Court, Gloucester Road, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 25th April at 
10.30am. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 26th April 
at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Thanks to eve-
ryone who has made 
the first Alpha a real 
move forward in our 
Renovation. Our lead-
ers have been an inspiration and our 
helpers have been selfless in their 
help. We’ve had some great experi-
ences of welcoming people week by 
week and we hope to see those peo-
ple taking on roles of leadership with 
Renovation in the future, in Alpha, 
welcome ministry, small groups, etc. 

Alpha Reunion & the next step 
All of those who have been part of 
our first Alpha are invited to come to 
a reunion evening on Friday 12th 

English Martyrs’ Feast Day Be-
cause of the local elections and the 
foodbank using the meeting room 
and Church on the actual feast day, 
we are transferring our celebration of 
the English Martyrs at Biddulph to 
Saturday 6th May. There will be a 
Mass for the feast at English Martyrs’ 
at 11.30am followed by a bring and 
share buffet lunch. All are welcome 
from around the parishes. 

SVP Festival Biddulph SVP confer-
ence will be hosting the next District 
SVP Festival on Sunday 23rd April at 
2.30pm at English Martyrs Church. 
There will be prayer led by Fr Julian 
on the Divine Mercy followed by a 
gathering in the meeting room and a 
light afternoon tea. The afternoon is 
not just for SVP members, it is open 
to everyone. 

May Procession This year the May 
Procession at St Patrick’s will be on 
Sunday 21st May at 3pm. Make it a 
date! 

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families on Thursday 11th May has 
had to be postponed and will now 
take place on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy.  

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptism, Confirmation & Holy 
Communion 

Congratulations and welcome to 
Katie Morrey who receives the Sacra-
ments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil 
at St John’s.  

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 
Fr Julian is really hoping that a group 
of parishioners will be able to go with 
him to the conference. If you are 
interested, please let Fr Julian know. 

Support As well as prayers, doing 
all these things costs money. If you 
can support our Renovation project 
financially please see Fr Julian. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). Let 
Fr Julian know if you know someone 
who would like to go on this pilgrim-
age. We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

Deanery After the success of At the 
Heart evening for young people there 
will be another coming shortly. 
Watch this space! We also hope to 
have a Youth Alpha in the summer. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for these intentions: 
English Martyrs: Biddulph SVP Pray-
er Intentions 
St John’s: Maureen Giannasi 
St Joseph’s: Maureen Burke 
St Patrick’s: Fionn Hussey 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. Please see Fr Julian  
or, at St John’s, Tony Giannasi.  



Entrance Antiphon: I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. You have 
laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, 
alleluia, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 
Sequence: Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise. The sheep are 
ransomed by the Lamb; and Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father recon-
ciled. Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! Life’s own Champion, 
slain, yet lives to reign. Tell us, Mary:  say what thou didst see upon the way. The 
tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! The angels there at-
testing; shroud with grave-clothes resting. Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes be-
fore you into Galilee. That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. Victorious 
king, thy mercy show! Amen. Alleluia. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Christ, our passover, has been sacri-
ficed; let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. [Alleluia.] 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
Preface of Easter I  Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; there-
fore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alle-
luia, alleluia. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Easter Sunday (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 362          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£328.50, Non-Gift Aid £232.88, 
Total £561.38. Mary’s Meals East 
Africa Appeal £435.82. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £217.00, Non-
Gift Aid £228.19, Total £445.19. 
Mary’s Meals East Africa Appeal 
£1280.10. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £210.50, Non-
Gift Aid £207.11, Total £417.61. 
Mary’s Meals  East Africa Appeal 
£392.02. 
St Margaret Ward There was also 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 20:1-9 

Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today's Gos-
pel tells us that Peter and John "saw and 
believed." What did they see? Burial 
shrouds lying on the floor of an empty 
tomb. Maybe that convinced them that He 
hadn't been carted off by grave robbers, 
who usually stole the expensive burial 
linens and left the corpses behind. They 
saw the empty tomb and they believed 
what He had promised: that God would 
raise Him on the third day. Now they 
could "understand the Scripture," could 
teach us what He had told them. We are 
the children of the apostolic witnesses. 
That is why we still gather on the first day 
of every week to celebrate this feast of the 
empty tomb, give thanks for "Christ our 
life." 

Easter Monday Men’s Mass The 
traditional Men’s Mass in honour of 
the Blessed Sacrament will be at 
10am at Sacred Heart, Hanley fol-
lowed by light refreshments. The 
celebrant is Rt Rev David McGough.  

Divine Mercy Sunday Once again 
this year, there will be an afternoon 
celebration for Divine Mercy Sunday 
at St Augustine’s, Meir at 2.30pm on 
23rd April. The afternoon includes 
Holy Hour with veneration of the 
image, recitation of the chaplet and 
Benediction. There will be exposition 
and confessions from 1pm. 

a collection taken at the school by the 
students and they raised £104.86 for 
the Mary’s Meals East Africa Appeal. 

Easter Offering This Sunday there 
will be the Easter offering for the 
parish priest. The regular gift aid 
envelopes go to the parish. But please 
put all envelopes in the one collec-
tion and they will be sorted out later.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.41 S Grandfield; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.144 C Fell; 3rd Prize £5, No.128 
J Smith.  

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room is £150. Half board ba-
sis. For bookings or enquiries please 
contact the parish office. 

Parish Vocations Awareness 
Day Everyone is invited to take part 
in a vocations awareness day at St 
Gregory’s, Longton on Saturday 6th 
May. The day starts at 9.30am with 
Mass followed by talks from Sr Gilli-
an Murphy and Fr David O’Malley. 
Please bring a packed lunch, the day 
will finish mid afternoon. 

Our Lady of Fatima For the cen-
tenary of the apparitions at Fatima, 
there will be a Solemn Mass and de-
votions on the Feast Day, Saturday 
May 13th, at Sacred Heart, Tunstall 
at 10am. Ends at 12 noon. 


